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FORTUNE:  YOU  WILL  DIE  FRoiA 

AN  INTENTIONAL,  overdose. 
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Why  a  no.  we  heAe? 

Who  wcla  heAe 

!  e.n}  twenty ,  thiAty  thouAand  yeaAA  ayo 
Many  have.  paAAed  thiA  place 
And  many  would  paAA  it  in  the.  futuAe 
l_ihe.  ua,  like.  the.  manu  befoAe 
Iheu'll  be.  yone 

Ana  new  people  would  come  and  aAk 
about  the  oneA  who  paAAed  begone 

And  the  new  would  Aay  to  the  old . 

/ hiA  wo  A  u  iA  not  in  hand 
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e  ne  a  pile  of  Aan < 
Sand  on  the  yriound 
Sand  'la  yone 
And  Aand  Atill  walkiny , 


: d : 


l ' m  AeAtleAA,  AuthleAA 

When  it  comeA  to  you 

I  ' m  weak,  in  feaA 

W hen  l  meet  you 

I  ' m  afAaid  of.  loAiny  you 

I'm  afAaid  I'll  do  Aomethiny  fooliAh 

/  H  en  1  'll  loAe  you  foAeveA 
I'm  jealouA,  full  of  yealouAy 
l  hate  youA  fAiendA 
l  want  you  to  be  mine 

Mine,  till  the  end  of  time! 
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Childhood  trauma  #456 


My  father  goaded  me  into  playing  little  league 
when  I  was  a  little  boy.  I'd  just  as  soon  have  stayed  home  after  school 
reading  comic  books  and  drawing  pictures,  but  he  had  big  plans  for  me. 

When  I  went  down  to  tryouts  the  first  day,  I 
didn't  know  one  thing  about  the  game  of  baseball.  Whenever  my  father  had 
tried  to  teach  me  the  rudiments  of  the  game  I  always  daydreamed  and  pretended 
to  listen.  Why  not?  After  all,  it  seemed  so  important  to  him,  why  not  humour 
him.  When  your'e  a  kid  you  think  that  way. 

So  there  I  was,  waiting  in  line  for  my  turn  at  trying 
out  in  front  of  all  kinds  of  people  I  didn't  know  to  play  a  game  I  really 
disliked.  As  I  waited  there  in  abject  childhood  terror  at  what  I  had  to  do, 

I  was  told  by  a  large,  white-haired  man  wearing  a  baseball  jacket  to  play 
shortstop.  Well,  that  was  it,  naturally  I  froze  unable  to  breath  for  a  few 
seconds  before  the  man  barked  at  me  in  a  gruff  voice  to..."  GET  THE  HELL  OUT 
THERE  !"  He  sure  looked  like  an  imposing  figure  with  his  stature  and  the  way 
he  had  the  word  "Irish"  sewed  on  his  jacket,  especially  to  a  nine  year-old 
fat  boy  with  tortise-shell  glasses. 

So  I  ran  out  onto  the  field  and  asked  some  kind  face 
where  shortstop  was.  The  voice  answered  between  1st  and  3rd.  Thinking  the 
person  meant  2nd  base,  I  stood  midway  between  first  and  second  base  timidly 
waiting  for  the  ball  to  be  hit  towards  me,  unbearably  anxious  that  I  was 
somehow  going  to  fuck  up  and  embaress  my  father.  Dimly  I  became  aware  of 
voices  yelling  at  me  to  move  out  of  the  way,  and  I  walked  over  to  the  kid 
playing  second  base,  bewildered.  He  pushed  me  aside,  saying  that  was  his 
position.  I  began  to  feel  extremely  foolish  out  there  in  the  middle  of  the 
field,  walking  around  disrupting  the  tryouts.  Meanwhile,  one  of  the  numerous 
coaches  attending  ordered  someone  out  to  replace  me.  When  I  finally  realized 
this,  I  just  stayed  where  I  was.  Too  mortified  to  leave  the  field  in  shame, 

I  allowed  myself  to  believe  with  the  wonderful  innocence  of  childhood,  that 
it  wouldn't  be  at  all  a  problem  to  change  the  natural  order  of  things  so 
one  extra  guy  could  play. 

I  stayed  out  on  the  field  as  the  players  all  laughed 
at  jokes  I  couldn't  hear  and  not  once  was  the  ball  hit  to  me.  Well,  at  least 
that  was  no  big  deal,  I  didn't  want  to  have  to  miss  anything  hit  towards  me 
and  I  did  avoid  that.  I  stayed. I  Played  the  vaudville  clown  out  there  for  my 
audience  of  peers,  most  of  whom  would  antagonize  me  in  school  the  whole  week. 
After  a  long  while,  I  jogged  off  the  field  to  a  standing  ovation  in  my  head, 
my  long  red  floods (the  only  pair  of  pants  that  fit  me) chafing  together  as  I 
hauled  my  massive  bulk  off  the  feild.  Then,  waiting  in  line  with  the  other 
little  demons,  listening  to  thier  laughter  and  derision  as  I  waited  to  go  up 
at  bat. 

I  looked  around  for  my  father  amongst  the  crowd  for  che  reassuring  ego 
stroking  I  so  desperately  needed  to  retain  my  identity.  I  felt  foolish, out 
of  place,  idiotic,  and  needed  my  father  to  lie  to  me  and  say  how  great  I  did 
before  he  went  on  about  more  practice , etc .. . 

After  searching  around  for  my  father  for  another 
few  minutes  during  which  the  abuse  mellowed  to  a  low  hum,  slowly  the  realiz¬ 
ation  crashed  down  upon  me,  crumbling  the  remaining  ruins  of  the  day, he  was 
nowhere  to  be  found.  Ke  had  retreated  to  the  snack  bar,  and  then  his  jeep... 
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